August 17, 2010

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on August 17, 2010 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi gave updates on what has been going on within the Town during this summer.  For several months they have been working on the reorganization of DES, about 100 employees, which include Parks, Highway, Sanitation, Recycling, Central Buildings and now the operations of Water.  A new DES director, Jeff Coleman, has been hired for September 1st and will bring many areas of expertise to the Town government, along with the newly hired deputy, Lee Beecham.  Both are engineers and the Town is looking forward to working with them.

The road paving bid which is done annually is on tonight’s agenda. There will be about $500,000 worth of repaving out of the highway fund.  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Ed Vergano and Rosemary Boyle Lasher who worked hard on this list spread geographically throughout the Town and hoped that next year the amount can be increased for paving. This is the first time the bid process will be shared with our villages which brings down the cost of the paving bid.
The Town will be proceeding with Broadway Streetscape Project in Verplanck.  This is grant that will pay for this section of the next phase so it will not come out of the Cortlandt Town Treasury.
A repair to a wall on Red Mill Road was made and the Supervisor thanked the residents and the police their patience and cooperation for this 3 week process. Sidewalks were also completed off Rt. 6.

There will be the third annual “Save the VA” rally on October 14th at 3:00 p.m. and the Supervisor urged everyone to come out to help save the VA to reserve medical services and other needed services for the veterans. Supervisor Puglisi stated that it was the 20th year anniversary of the American with Disabilities Act.

The Supervisor noted that there was another fatality on Rt. 9, five fatalities in the last 5 years.  There have been many letters, etc. sent to New York DOT and 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)
State elected officials as it is a state highway, a state corridor. They have a minor improvement plan which is short term, not the real critical improvements that they must do to save future lives.

There were four Town of Cortlandt residents who died on 9/11.  In remembrance of these residents and all the lives lost that day, Croton-on- Hudson, Buchanan and the Town of Cortlandt are getting together to build a Remembrance Memorial to commemorate the 10 year anniversary of 9/11.  The Supervisor invited anyone from the community who would like to help with this to call her office. The Town has secured 2 steel girders and will come up with a rendering for the tribute. They will also pay tribute to those who responded to ground zero.

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the “Save the Lake” campaign.  She and Tom Wood will be meeting with the officials from Con Edison to begin the negotiations for purchasing the lake if Con Edison would do the repairs on the dam first according to the specifications of the DEC.
The Supervisor stated she was asked to go to the TV program called “Meet the Leaders” to give an update on the Town of Cortlandt. This gives her the opportunity to talk about all the important things going on in Cortlandt and keeping the tax costs low for all the taxpayers.  It will air at the end of August, early September. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman., all Town Board members indicated their presence.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS
Councilmember Farrell:  spoke of the ADA (American Disability Act) and that the Federal Government can do something to make these lives more livable is a good thing.
Tonight on the agenda is an item on Adair Road to award a bid to replace a water main which is needed.  It will then be on the paving list in a few years. Also on the agenda is an item to install sound absorbing panels in the Youth Center. It can really be loud so the panels will reduce the decibel level quite a bit.

Also is an item to authorize the director of DES to go out to bid for the demolition of a house in Verplanck, the Martin House. The town became owners of this property pursuant to Mr. Martin’s will.  A report was prepared in 2006 that the building was in decrepit condition and not worth trying to restore.  This building will be demolished and then there won’t be the distraction of this building.
Councilmember Farrell remarked that the design for the Remembrance Memorial for 9/11  is yet to be worked on, but wanted to note that Councilmember Sloan made a suggestion that we use the girders and somehow place them in the river and thought it was a great idea.
Councilmember Lindau:  Stated that there is a resignation of Ivan Kline from the Planning Board so they will be going out to advertise for that position.
Councilmember Becker:  No Report
Councilmember Sloan:  No Report
* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

July 20, 2010 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 (A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider merging the Dogwood Fire Protection District and the Continental Village Fire Protection District.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:52 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi asked Tom Wood, Town Attorney, to explain this for the community.
Tom Wood explained that the Fire Protection District is a district that the Town Board contracts with one of the local fire departments that provides fire services within.  In the past, the Continental Village Fire Protection district has had a contract with the Continental Village Fire Department.  The Dogwood Fire Protection district, up until two years ago, prior service was provided by the City of Peekskill.  About two years ago there was a significant cost increase requested by Peekskill, So this year the fire company indicated  that it would be more efficient and easier for taxing purposes and contractual purposes if both districts were merged together. So, at this public hearing tonight the town board will consider whether or not the two districts should be merged together.
The Supervisor thanked the members of the Continental Village Fire district for their assistance.
A motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:53 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and adopt a resolution was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau

All Voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.200-10 RE: Adopt a negative declaration with respect to merging the Dogwood Fire Protection District and the Continental Village Fire Protection District.
RESOLUTION NO.201-10 RE: Authorize the merging of the Dogwood Fire Protection District and the Continental Village Fire Protection District.
Public Hearing to consider re-organizing the Department of Environmental Services.

Public Hearing to consider re-organizing the Department of Environmental Services.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:53 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi asked Tom Wood, Town Attorney to explain.  
Tom Wood said this is an update of our current law.  It  merges into it the operating department of water and it clarifies all the structure of the department, etc. 

PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi commented that these departments evolve throughout the years, so they have made consolidations and updating.  At all times the goal is to benefit our residents with the services and keep the costs under control.  

A motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:53 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell

All Voted AYE
RESOLUTION # 202-10 RE: Adopt a negative declaration with respect to re-organizing the Department of Environmental Services.
LOCAL LAW # 13-10 RE: Adopt a local law with respect to re-organizing the Department of Environmental Services.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * * *

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan

BID REPORTS 

1.
Receive and File Bids opened on August 12, 2010 with respect to the 
2010 Paving Contract; and Award same.

RESOLUTION NO.203-10 RE: Award a contract with respect to the 2010 Paving Contract.
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS

For the month of July from the Water Division of DOTS, the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Quarterly Report from the Westchester County with respect to the Sprout 
Brook Ash Pit.
NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Request for a License Agreement from Anthony Cesarini with respect to 
improvement in the Town right-of-way located on Arlo Lane; and refer to 
DOTS, DES and the Legal Department.

2.
Receive and File a proposed revision to the Town Sign Ordinance; refer 
to the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals for comments; 
and Schedule a Public Hearing for October 19, 2010 to consider same.

RESOLUTION NO.204-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for October 19, 2010 to consider a proposed revision to the Town Sign Ordinance.
NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

3.
Recommendation from the Tenant Landlord Advisory Board; and 
Authorize referral to the Landlords and request they comply.

RESOLUTION NO.205-10 RE: Authorize referral to landlords and request they comply with respect to a recommendation from the Tenant Landlord Advisory Board
4.
Letter from Loretta Taylor with respect to “no parking” signs on Ruth Road; 
and refer to DES and DOTS/Code Enforcement.

Discussion: The Supervisor asked Ed Vergano when will the paving begin to which he responded will be in early September.  Supervisor Puglisi stated that she and Councilmember Farrell have attended the Montrose Enhancement planning meetings and felt that it is important to have on the agenda to revise the sign ordinance to assist the local business men and women to streamline the process. 

Councilmember Farrell commented that he thinks it’s a great first step to be working with Buchanan on the bid report and this will be the way to go in the future.
Councilmember Lindau also commented that she thinks it’s great and hoped that there would be more done with Croton and Buchanan because it is the way of the future and to cut costs.

Ed Vergano stated that there are a whole host of possibilities here.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be polled by the Board, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

RESOLUTION NO.206-10 RE: Appoint a Department of Environmental Services/Parks Assistant Foreman (upgrade)
Discussion: The Supervisor stated that the interview committee met and the committee has given a recommendation.

Councilmember Lindau commented that she was a part of that and she thanked Claudia Vahey for her efforts, but she is not convinced that this position is needed and would prefer to wait until the new head of DES is in, it is nothing personal, just feels they should wait to see if DES needs this position.

Supervisor Puglisi said that she feels it is a necessary position because they have many facilities and much more for the Park division to work on and the current foreman feels he needs an assistant as does the recreation director who works closely with the Parks division.  She stated that this is not a huge increase in money for this individual; it’s about $1300 additional per year.

The Board was Polled

Councilmember Sloan:
AYE
Councilmember Becker:
AYE
Supervisor Puglisi:
AYE
Councilmember Lindau:
NO
Councilmember Farrell:
AYE

The Motion was passed.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Becker moved that a resolution be removed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

RESOLUTION NO.207-10 RE: Appoint a Mechanic to the Department of Environmental Services to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO.208-10 RE:  Authorize amending the Temporary Service Pool list.
RESOLUTION NO.209-10 RE:  Authorize the funding and implementation of grant funds with respect to the Annsville Circle Pedestrian Path.
RESOLUTION NO.210-10 RE:  Authorize the sale of a small landlocked parcel located on Rockledge Avenue, Buchanan.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the mechanic is another upgrade, approximately an additional $2500-$3000 a year.
All Voted AYE
Councilmember Sloan moved that a resolution be removed, seconded by Councilmember Becker

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi had the idea of “Cortlandt Business Weekend- Shop Cortlandt”. More time is needed to coordinate this and there will be more information about this as they proceed.

All voted AYE
Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

RESOLUTION NO.211-10 RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Villages of Buchanan and Croton-on-Hudson with respect to a September 11th Memorial Project; and appoint Janet Mainiero as the volunteer project director.
RESOLUTION NO.212-10 RE: Resolution urging New York state DOT to address traffic conditions along Rt. 9 north into Putnam County.
RESOLUTION NO.213-10 RE: Authorize amending the funding amount with respect to Town Sustainability and a Green Team Consultant.
RESOLUTION NO.214-10 RE:  Authorize a contract with respect to identifying grant funding sources with respect to Green initiatives.
RESOLUTION NO.215-10 RE: Award a contract with respect to acoustic panels at the Youth and Recreation Center.
RESOLUTION NO.216-10 RE: Authorize DOTS to seek bids with respect to energy efficient lighting at Town Hall.
RESOLUTION NO.217-10 RE: Authorize DOTS to seek bids with respect to Broadway Streetscape from 3rd to 5th Street in Verplanck.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.218-10 RE: Authorize the installation of a new hot water heater at Town Hall to include the Highest Energy Efficiency Green Rating.
Discussion; The Supervisor asked Councilmember Sloan for his comments.  Councilmember Sloan stated that despite the best efforts they haven’t landed any big grants with regard to energy efficiency remedy savings.  He feels a lot of the places that have gotten funded through New York state are basically funding more studies, inventories and consultants whereas the Town has more tangible things like replacing all the lighting as well as the geothermal project which promises future cost savings. The Town is hopeful that those hired will be able to find the grant funds for these projects.
Councilmember Lindau asked if there is a measure of the amount of energy that the Town is saving now on our 25 by 12 project.  Councilmember Sloan responded that they are keeping track of it and do it in half year increments and it has been sporadic. He also said that one of the outgrowths of the 25 by12 is a very strong committee that meets regularly to help the Town’s operation to save energy.
The Supervisor added that they are working with the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium, 14 communities that work together to get grants and help to conserve and save money.

All voted AYE
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

RESOLUTION NO.147-10 RE:Resolution of Final Approval of a Water District Bond of $2.7 million previously authorized.

 RESOLUTION NO.219-10 RE: Authorize the Settlement of a Tax Certiorari with respect to Matra property on Rt. 9A
 Discussion: Tom Wood stated it was a slight reduction and a minimal refund on the part of the town.
All voted AYE

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be polled by the Board, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

RESOLUTION NO.220-10 RE: Authorize a revision to the SRO- Copper Beech Contract for 2011-2012.
Discussion: Councilmember Lindau complemented the Supervisor for her comments in the paper.  The Town agreed to pay a portion of the salary, not increases, health benefits, uniforms, or anything else. They have since agreed to pay 4% increase in salary even though the contract is not negotiated so we don’t know if it will be 4%. The Town of Yorktown is asking Cortlandt to pay more and Councilmember Lindau does not feel they should pay and the Town should not be responsible for these costs. 

Councilmember Becker stated that they did not disagree with Councilmember Lindau but that the SRO program is important and that the issue is a financial one. The Town is trying to hold the line of costs and meet them more than halfway.

Councilmember Sloan added that there has been a 26% increase over a 2 year period and the increases have been extraordinary in these times. 
Councilmember Lindau also stated that she feels that next year and the year after it will be the same situation because we have agreed to it and that the Town is giving 4% which was agreed to and she supported, but the Town doesn’t even know what the contract negotiation will result in.

The Supervisor stated this has become a complicated dialogue with Yorktown but we all support the SRO program, however it is Yorktown’s police officer and the Town shouldn’t have to pay for benefits, etc. 
The Board was Polled

Councilmember Sloan:
AYE
Councilmember Becker:
AYE
Supervisor Puglisi:
AYE
Councilmember Lindau:
NO
Councilmember Farrell:
AYE

The Motion was passed.

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.221-10 RE:  Authorize Apprenticeship Programs for Public Works Contracts over $1 million.
RESOLUTION NO.222-10 RE:  Authorize the demolition of a building on the former Martin property; and authorize the eviction of squatters on the Sea Plane Base site on same.
RESOLUTION NO.223-10 RE: Authorize amending the Master Plan with respect to Historic Roads and Walls; and Schedule a Public Hearing for October 19, 2010 to consider an ordinance with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO.224-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for October 19, 2010 to consider amending the Master Plan with respect to accessory units on Rt. 6.
RESOLUTION NO.225-10 RE: Authorize a reduction of security in the amount of $15,000 to $5,000 in accordance with Planning Board Resolution 31-10; and release of Performance Security in the amount of $75,000 with respect to Lockwood Estates.
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi indicated the report from the consultant and encouraged residents to read it. 
All Voted AYE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion

RESOLUTIONS;
RESOLUTION NO. 226-10 RE: Receive and File Bids opened August 12, 2010 with respect to a water main replacement on Adair Road; and Award Contract for same.
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 227-10 RE: Authorize a water refund due to an overpayment with respect to 22 Putnam Road.
RESOLUTION NO. 228-10 RE: Authorize extending four (4) seasonals in DES to September, 2010.
Discussion:  The Supervisor clarified that the seasonals are extended to September 30th.          
 All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

none

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned in memory of Warren Ahneman, Anthony “Chubby” Capicotti, and Bob Wolf on a motion by Councilmember Becker at 8:45 pm and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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